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Mike's Drive Up (aka Mike's Garlic Fries!)
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Peggy Rowe's
Cranches & Cwigr

1956,
when
Mike
Hous
ehold
er
move
d his
13-ye
ar-old
busin
ess
from
his
trailer
to the
curre
nt
locati
on of
Mike’
S
Drive
Up,
little
has
chan
ged
about
the
busin
ess.
From
the
word
play
signs
on
the
wall
to the
hand-
cut
garlic
fries
and
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home
made
chili,
the
little
hamb
urger
shop

essen
tially
the
same
as it
was
more
than
50
years
ago,
said
curre
nt
owne

Frank
Carp
enter.
Carp
enter,
who
has
owne
d and
opera
ted
the
busin
ess
with
his
wife
Sherr
y for
20
years
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Peggy Rowe's
Cranches & Crrgs

, said
the
busin
ess
has
been
run
by a
few
differ
ent
famili
es
since
Hous
ehold
er
retire
d,
and
was
purch
ased
by
Sherr
y's
family
in the
early
1970
S
When
her
paren
ts
retire
d,
she
and
Frank
took it
over,
and
said
they
hope
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their
son
Jame
s will
take
over
the
busin
ess
when
they
retire.
The
main
chan
gesin
the
busin
ess
that
have
occur
red in
the
last
50
years
can
be
count
ed on
one
hand:
the
install
ation
of a
soda
fount
ain,
introd
uction
of an
electr
onic
regist
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er
and
combi
ning
their
chili
and
fries
for
chili
chees
e
fries.
The
most
recen
t

chan
ge
took
place
last
Octob
er,
when
the
busin
ess
bega
n
accep
ting
credit
and
debit
cards
. “He
resist
ed it
for a
long
time,
but
finally
he
gave
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in,”
Sherr
y said
about
her
husb
and.
Frank

Sherr
y and
Jame
s are
the
only
empl
oyees
of the
busin
ess,
SO
when
they
want
a
vacati
on
the
busin
ess
close
S
down,
often
to the
disma
y and
compl
aint
of
their
loyal
custo
mers,
Frank
said.
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In the
last
50
years

Eurek
a has
seen
chan
ge
that
includ
es
the
growt
h of
chain
fast-f
ood
resta
urant
s like
Burge
r
King,
McDo
nald’
s and
Wend
y's.
Thou
gh
comp
etition
has
incre
ased,
Frank
attrib
utes
the
long
life of
his
busin
ess to
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a
stron
g
custo
mer
base.
Sherr
y said
they
were
worri
ed
when
Wend
y’'s
move
d
down
the
street
, but
she
said it
ultima
tely
helpe
d
Mike’
s by
bringi
ng
more
peopl
eto
that
part
of
town.
She
said
Groc
ery
Outlet
and
other
busin
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esses
that
have
come
to the
area
have
broug
ht
more
custo
mers,
as
well,
and
SO0
the
busin
ess is
still
going
stron
g.
“We
lose
custo
mers
when
they
move
away,
but
that is
about
it,”
Frank
said.
“We
have
actual
ly
gotte
n
calls
from
place
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s like
Conn
ecticu
t,
Main
e and
Alask
a
from
custo
mers
who
move
d
away
but
really
want
one
of our
chili
dogs.
We
have
sent
hot
dogs,
dry-ic
ed,
over
to the
East
Coast
for
them
hey,
it's
chea
per
for
them
than
comin
g out
here.
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One
of the
most
defini
ng
chara
cterist
ics of
Mike
Sis
its
garlic
fries.
Frank
said
he
often
gets
check
S
made
out to
“Mike
'S
Garlic
Fries,
" as
that is
evide
ntly
how
the
check
writer
thinks
of the
busin
ess.
When
he
takes
mone
y and
check
sto
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depo
sit at
the
bank,
the
tellers
frequ
ently
tell
him
the
cash
smell
s of
garlic.
Frank
displa
yed
one
of the
T-shir
ts
sold
from
the
shop,
which
proud
ly
states
the
motto
“We
adver
tise
by
word
of
mout
h”
which
he
said
is a
tribut
eto
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you
just
can’t
get
them
like
this
anyw
here
else,”
Parne
Il
said.
“This
place
is
alway
S
clean,
fast
and
the
servic
eis
alway
S
friend

ly.”
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