Peggy Rowe's
Cranches & Cwigr

We Are The Chosen

My feelings are in each famly there is one who
seens called to find the ancestors. To put flesh
on their bones and nake themlive again, to tel
the famly story and to feel that sonmehow t hey
know and approve.

To nme doi ng geneal ogy is not a cold gathering of
facts but, instead, breathing life into all who
have gone before. W are the story tellers of the
tribe. Al tribes have one. W have been call ed
as it were by our genes. Those who have gone
before cry out to us: Tell our story. So, we do.

In finding them we sonehow find ourselves. How
many graves have | stood before now and cried? |
have | ost count. How nmany tines have | told the
ancestors you have a wonderful famly you woul d be
proud of us? How nmany tines have | wal ked up to a
grave and felt sonehow there was | ove there for
me? | cannot say.

It goes beyond just docunenting facts. It goes to
who am | and why do | do the things | do?

It goes to seeing a cenetery about to be | ost
forever to weeds and indifference and saying |
can't let this happen. The bones here are bones
of ny bone and flesh of ny flesh. It goes to
doi ng sonet hi ng about it.

It goes to pride in what our ancestors were able
to acconplish. How they contributed to what we
are today.

It goes to respecting their hardshi ps and | osses,
their never giving in or giving up, their
resoluteness to go on and build a life for their
famly.

It goes to deep pride that they fought to nake and
keep us a Nation. It goes to a deep and inmense
under standi ng that they were doing it for us.

That we m ght be born who we are. That we m ght
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renmenber them So we do.

Wth | ove and caring and scribing each fact of
their existence, because we are themand they are
us.

So, as a scribe called |I tell the story of ny
famly. It is up to that one called in the next
generation to answer the call and take their place
inthe long line of famly storytellers.

That, is why | do ny fam |y geneal ogy, and that is
what calls those young and old to step up and put
fl esh on the bones.

Tom Dunn

"there should be, in every life, a place ...where
you could conme and visit your past, and the past of
your people, and know whatever happened outsi de,
here tinel essness lives."

----- Original Message-----

From Tom Dunn [mailto:tonmdunn@ oget her. net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2001 7:52 PM
To: VERMONT- L@ oot sweb. com

Subj ect: [VERMONT-L] The Story Tellers...
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